APPENDIX A
1. The Santals.
The Santals are found at intervals, sometimes in consi-
derable masses, but more generally much scattered in a strip
extending about 350 miles from the Ganges to the Baitarani
and comprising the Santal parganas, Bhagalpur, Birbhtimr
Bancura, Hazaribagh, Manbhum, Mayurbhanj and Balsore dis-
tricts. Santal Paraganas may now be regarded as the nucleus
of the tribe.
The Santals had the nomadic habit of migration, but of
late they are more or less a settled tribe. They are very care-
ful in the construction of their homesteads. Their huts have
well-raised plinths and snug varandahs and have a neat, evea
a gay appearance, They paint their walls in alternate broad
strips red, white local and black- clay and charcoal furnishing,
the pigments. The houses are kept perfectly clean and it is a
matter of pride to the Santal housewife who spends every spare
moment in keeping it clean and neat,
The Santal in a prosperous season leads a gay life. He
is busy either with his cultivation, or playing on his flute and
dancing with the girls, or is engaged in a hunt. He is very
fond of hunting wherein he evinces great skill and endurance.
Nothing is perhaps more interesting to Santals thaa
dancing. They would never miss a single occasion. For a
comparatively smaller amount they would leave their work to-
give a dancing performance. In 1942 they gave me a perfor-
mance for over three hours in which nearly seventy-five men
and women participated and were jubilant to receive a five
rupee note. Formerly the Santals used to visit fairs in num-
bers, where they gave performances in which young men and,
women danced together before the public. They do not do-
so now, because they feel it below their dignity to allow their
young women to dance in public. In their own Basti, iiowever,,
they give a performance even to an outsider without any
reserve.